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What is Gifted and Talented (GT)?
● Protected by Texas State Law and District Policy.

● Gifted and Talented (GT) refers to a child who performs or shows the potential of 
performing at a remarkably high level of accomplishment when compared to others 
of the same age, experience, or environment.

● Gifted and talented children may also exhibit an unusual capacity for leadership or 
high-performance capability in an intellectual, creative, or artistic area.



What is Talent Explore (TE)?
● A program unique to Austin ISD

● Designed to support students who show potential for high achievement

● Opportunities to participate in GT Services

● TE students can be retested for GT Services in future years



In Which Areas Can a Student Be Identified?

Gifted & Talented Humanities Gifted & Talented STEM

★ Language Arts ★ Social Studies ★ Mathematics ★ Science

Talent Explore Humanities Talent Explore STEM

★ Language Arts ★ Social Studies ★ Mathematics ★ Science

● A student can be identified as GT in all areas
● A student can be identified in one humanities area (Language Arts) and STEM area (Science)
● A student can be be both GT and TE 

○ A student cannot be identified as Gifted and Talented and Talent Explore in the same 
area





What Does GT Look Like in Austin ISD?



Who can refer a student?

Parent/Caregiver
Any Community 

Member

Any Staff Member on 
Campus Teachers

Regardless of who refers 
the student, forms will be 
requested from BOTH the 
teacher and the 
parent/caregiver.

Referrals





2nd Grade Screener

https://info.riversideinsights.com/hubfs/CitC/Overview_of_CogAT_for_Parents.pdf


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gsHpQSibP1XaDGQwOtv7KJ3w_yq8Sg1b/view?usp=sharing


Committee Review
Required Optional

● CogAT 
● (Grades 2-12)

● NNAT
● (Grades K-1)

● Teacher 
Observation

● Parent 
Observation 

● Work Samples
● Common 

Assessments
● Student Interviews 

All assessment information is 
reviewed by the members of the 
GT committee and an 
administrator. 

The committee reviews different 
pieces of information and follows 
a rubric made by Austin ISD to 
determine qualification for GT 
services (and in which subject 
areas). 

Parents/caregivers are notified of 
the decision by the campus.



Bright v. Gifted
What are the differences? 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JuQ1Y3VQX7yUL0lYcTk82MvEln8H5h4b/view


GT Transfers
In District v. Out of District

In-District Transfer Out-of-District Transfer

If a student is moving 
from one Austin ISD 
school to another, the GT 
identification will follow 
the student. 

If a student identified as 
GT is moving into Austin 
ISD from another school 
district (in-state or 
out-of-state), a transfer 
form must be submitted.

Helpful Tip: 

It is beneficial to let the 
student’s new campus GT 
Advocate know that the 
student has moved.

Helpful Tip:

1. Parent should contact 
the campus GT 
Advocate.

2. Parents and Advocate 
gather paperwork 
from previous 
out-of-district school.

3. Parents submit the 
transfer form:

Transfer Review Form 

● This link will take 
you to the 
following tile in 
the AISD Portal 
      or 

● You can search 
OOD GT 
Services 
Transfer in the 
AISD Portal

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/97dd7c4f32964743a04e4ae19bfd4b4e
https://sites.google.com/austinisd.org/ood-gt-services-transfer/home
https://sites.google.com/austinisd.org/ood-gt-services-transfer/home


Family Connection



GT Family Guide

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vnbjmLrzaflu2IVGWl-AuNzt5rEvMO7o/view?usp=sharing




Thank You!


