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What is Gifted and Talented (GT)?

Protected by Texas State Law and District Policy.

Gifted and Talented (GT) refers to a child who performs or shows the potential of
performing at a remarkably high level of accomplishment when compared to others

of the same age, experience, or environment.

Gifted and talented children may also exhibit an unusual capacity for leadership or
high-performance capability in an intellectual, creative, or artistic area.




What is Talent Explore (TE)?

e A program unique to Austin ISD
e Designed to support students who show potential for high achievement
e Opportunities to participate in GT Services

e TE students can be retested for GT Services in future years




Gifted & Talented Humanities Gifted & Talented STEM
% Language Arts | “ Social Studies * Mathematics %  Science
Talent Explore Humanities Talent Explore STEM
% Language Arts %  Social Studies % Mathematics % Science

e A student can be identified as GT in all areas
e A student can be identified in one humanities area (Language Arts) and STEM area (Science)
e Astudent can be be both GT and TE
o Astudent cannot be identified as Gifted and Talented and Talent Explore in the same
area



Secondary GT services include instruction by teachers who have
completed GT training and the following options:

e Advanced Courses, Advanced Placement (open enroliment)

e Magnet Program/School (requires admission)

¢ |nternational Baccalaureate (requires admission)

e Dual Credit (requires passing TSI score)

e UT OnRamps Courses (open enroliment)

e Advanced-level CTE courses
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Elementary School

Districtwide Standardized Services

Middle School

High School

e GT Cluster Grouping
e GT Learning Plans & GT
Student Services Summary
e (CTSEL Lessons
e Texas Performance
Standards Project (TPSP)

Advanced Courses

Magnet (requires admission)
Texas Performance Standards
Project (TPSP)

Advanced Placement
Magnet (requires admission)
International Baccalaureate
(requires admission)

Dual Credit (requires passing
TSI score)

Advanced-level CTE courses
Garza Online courses

Contact System Wide Testing (SWT) or your Campus Testing Coordinator (CTC) for questions related to grade

skipping and Credit-by-Exam

Grade skipping (requires an
examination)

Credit-by-Exam

Credit-by-Exam




CLASSROOM
CLUSTERS

o~The Key Components of the

GIETED AND TALENTED
SERVICE MODEL »~o

GT students are
placed in clusters of
approximately

4 to 7 GT students.

This GT cluster is
placed in a classroom
with peers.

Classroom instruction
is tailored to meet
student needs.

FLEX(BLE
GROUPING

Content, strategies,
materials, and projects
may differ within each
classroom.

Teachers with GT
students complete 30
hours of Foundational
Training and an annual
GT Training update.

GT students are given
opportunities to work
individually, in
pairs/small groups,
and as a whole group.




Who can refer a student?

Parents/Caregiver

Regardless of who refers

the student, forms will be
requested from BOTH the
teacher and the

parent/caregiver.
Any Staff Member on

Teachers
Campus




Formal Assessment
(Quantitative Measure)

Online Referral Form
(Qualitative Measure)

Possible Qualitative
Measures
(Qualitative Measure)

Student Assessments for Identification

« NNAT (untimed)
« MAP Growth (Fall)

o Reading
o Math

« Teacher Observation Form
« Parent Observation Form

« Possible student work
samples

« Possible common grade
level assessments

« CogAT
o 2nd grade is
untimed
o 3rd-12th is timed; 10
min per subtest

« Teacher Observation Form

« Parent Observation Form

« Possible student work
samples

+ Possible common grade
level assessments

What are the NNAT and CogAT?

NNAT

(K & 1st Only)

The NNAT (Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test)
is an assessment used to measure a child’s
reasoning and problem-solving skills without
relying on language. It uses shapes and
patterns to evaluate how children understand
and analyze visual information, making it
suitable for students from diverse
backgrounds. The NNAT is often used to
identify gifted and talented students in
elementary schools.

CogAT

(2nd-12th)

The CogAT (Cognitive Abilities Test)

is an assessment used to evaluate students’
reasoning abilities in three key areas: verbal,
quantitative, and nonverbal. The verbal section
measures language-based reasoning skills, the
quantitative section assesses numerical
problem-solving abilities, and the nonverbal
section evaluates reasoning using shapes and
patterns, which minimizes language bias.




CogAT Batteries

The Verbal Battery

Assesses students’
abilities to use search,
retrieval, and
comparison processes
that are essential for

verbal reasoning.
y

2nd-12th grades

The Quantitative
Battery

Assesses students’
abilities to reason
about patterns and
relations using
concepts that are
essential in
quantitative thinking.

v
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https://info.riversideinsights.com/hubfs/CitC/Overview_of_CogAT_for_Parents.pdf

GT Referral Process Fall 2025

STEP 1
Refer your student!
GT Referral Window 8/19-10/17

« Submit a GT referral between
8/20to 10/7

« All 2nd Graders will also participate
in the GT Universal Screener 9/24
to 10/9

STEP 4
Teacher Observations
10/21-11/14

R

* Teacher(s) will complete an
observation form for each
referred student

for Families

STEP 2

Submit the

Parent/Caregiver Observation Form
by 11/7

« Parents/Caregivers who filled out a referral
form, automaticelly received the link to
submit the Parent/Caregiver Observation
Form

Families of students who were referred by
a staff or faculty member will be contacted
to submit a Parent/Caregiver Observation
Form

STEP 5
Committee Meeting
and GT Decision

* Each campus will have a
Committee Meeting between 12/4-
12/17 to review assessments,
observations and make
recommendations for GT services

STEP 3
Assessment Window
10/27-11/21

* Begin GT Assessments.
o K-1students take NNAT
o 3-12 take CogAT
o 2nd Graders moving forward
after the Universal Screener,
and those referred, complete
the CogAT

STEP. 6
Parents/Caregivers
Notified

* Parents will be informed of the
committee decision by 12/19

AUSTIN
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a5y4Fxzh-ASmPGf6-8piKheY6qDryEwd/view

All assessment information is Optional
reviewed by the members of the

GT committee and an e CogAT e Work Samples
administrator. o (Grades 2-12) e Common
e NNAT Assessments
The committee reviews different e (Grades K-1) e Student Interviews
pieces of information and follows e Teacher
a rubric made by Austin ISD to Observation
determine qualification for GT e Parent
services (and in which subject Observation
areas).

Parents/caregivers are notified of
the decision by the campus.




Bright v. Gifted

What are the differences?

High-Achieving, Gifted, and Creative Learners

Which characteristics describe your child?
Most children have characteristics in multiple areas!

& High-Achiever & Gifted Learner & Creative Learner
Remembers the answers Poses unforeseen questions Sees exceptions
Isinterested Is curious Wonders
Is attentive Is selectively mentally engaged Daydreams; may seem off task
2 . Overflows with ideas, many of
Generates advanced ideas Generates complex, abstract ideas whichwill be developed
Works hard to achieve Knows without working hard Plays with ideas and concepts
Ao . Ponders with depth and multiple .
Answer the questions in detail fous Injects new possibilities
Performs at the top of the group Is beyond the group Is in their own group
Responds with interest Exhibits feelings and opinions Shares bizarre, sometimes
and opinions from multiple perspectives conflicting opinions
Learns with ease Already knows Questions: Whatif...
Needs 6 to 8 repetitions to master | Needs 1to 3 repetitions to master | Questions the need for mastery
2 Comprehends in-depth, Overflows with ideas—-many of
Comprehends st a high level complexideas which will never be developed
% Prefers the company of Prefers the company of creative
Enjoysthe company of age peers intellectual peers peers but often works alone
Understands complex, abstract | creates complex abstract hurmor | Relishes wild, off-the-wall humor
Grasps the meaning Infers and connects concepts Makes mental leaps: Aha!
Completes assignments on time Initiates projects and extensions of 'Nuamm%r:;o;‘]:asmatwilever
Is receptive Isintense s independent and unconventionall
Is original and Is original and
s accurate and complete continually developing continually developing
Enjoys school often Enjoys self-directed learning Enjoys creating
Absorbs information Manipulates information Improvises

Is a technician with expertiseina
field

Is an expert who abstracts beyond
the field

Isan inventor and idea generator

Memorizes well Guesses and infers well Creates and brainstorms well
Is highly alert and observant AHopetes a"!gnr:m Is intuitive
Is pleased with own learning Is self-critical Is never finished with possibilities
Gets"A"s May not be motivated by grades | May not be motivated by grades
Isable Is intellectual Is idiosyncratic

a¥id dd i(Rdedd) i) T idca

Adapted from: Galbraith, MA, and Jim Delisle. The Gifted Kids’ Survival Guide: A Teen Handbook. MN: Free Spirit Publishing, 1996



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JuQ1Y3VQX7yUL0lYcTk82MvEln8H5h4b/view

GT Transfers

In District v. Out of District

In-District Transfer

If a student is moving
from one Austin ISD
school to another, the GT
identification will follow
the student.

Out-of-District Transfer

If a student identified as
GT is moving into Austin
ISD from another school
district (in-state or
out-of-state), a transfer
form must be submitted.

Helpful Tip:

It is beneficial to let the
student’s new campus GT
Advocate know that the
student has moved.

Helpful Tip:

1. Parent should contact
the campus GT
Advocate.

2. Parents and Advocate
gather paperwork
from previous
out-of-district school.

3. Parents submit the
transfer form:

Transfer Review Form

N A



https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/2d88be75f9ca4749b3cd73a2a059e4bc

Family Connection




WELCOME

to Gifted and Talented
A Family Guide

What is GT? GT Identification Process

Gifted and talented (GT) refers to a child All campuses in Austin ISD offer Gifted and Talented
screening in grades K-12 based on annual referrals
received by the Campus GT Advocate. During the
designated annual referral window, parents/caregivers,
community members, and/or teachers/staff can submit a
referral for consideration for GT services.

who performs or shows the potential of
performing at a remarkably high level of
accomplishment when compared to
others of the same age, experience, or
environment.
GT screening components include GT assessments and
Gifted and talented children may also teacher and parent observation forms. Schools may also
exhibit an unusual capacity for collect student work samples, conduct student interviews,
leadership or high-performance and include MAP scores. The Campus GT Committee will
capability in an intellectual, creative, or complete a holistic review of each student and the Campus

artistic area. GT Advocate will communicate the decision in writing.
SERVIC E MOD L In Austin ISD, GT services are provided at
every campus for GT-identified students.

Elementary GT students are placed within a GT cluster
classroom with a teacher who has completed GT training.

GT students participate in personalized learning opportunities,
including extension and enrichment activities. GT students have
opportunities to work together in pairs and small groups, as
well as independently.

Secondary GT services include instruction by teachers who have
completed GT training and the following options:

Advanced Courses, Advanced Placement (open enroliment)
Magnet Program/School (requires admission)

International Baccalaureate (requires admission)

Dual Credit (requires passing TSI score)

UT OnRamps Courses (open enroliment)

Advanced-level CTE courses

Secondary
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ei41D7Dx6sBBqvPkW2_kt3ZPjLyy6O3Y
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ei41D7Dx6sBBqvPkW2_kt3ZPjLyy6O3Y
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Thank You!




